"The Oaks in South Austin

was negligent in caring for
*| children, lawsuit contends
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. ment center for troubled youth have
sued the center. =

The parents of two girls who said
their children were raped at-a treat- .

state D1str1ct Court in Travis County,
the girls’ mothers accuse the Oaks.
Treatment Center of being negligent
in appomtmg a 19-year-old man to

supervise the shower and dormitory -
facilities for teenage girls. The center -

also failed to properly screen, hireand

- gsupervise employees and did not pro-

vide enough security and safeguards

* for patients, the lawsuit contends.

- ““It's a iot worse becalise these girls

Assaulted glrls moms sue treatment center

Thomas, a lawyer representmg one of
the girls, “And it's kind of like a-boat
coming up on a castaway on the.ocean
and throwmg them a hfe-preserver
with rocks in it.

The center, at 1407 W Stassney Lane
in South Austin, is part of the Brown
Schools, a network of therapeutic
programs for troubled children found
throughout the United States.
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Tennessee company that owns

: comment

- strained by atleast three camp

. staffmembers because of what
. the coimpany descrlbed as a.

* Violent outburst. -
The On Tracit program was'

" “cited for 28 violations of state.
standards in cOnnectlon With -

_Moody’s.death. The company
appealed. A criminal mvestl-
gatlonls ongoing. - . -
- Bdward Johnson, the 19-

- yéar-old: ian named “in the
‘1awsuit, pleaded guilty in one

" of the ‘cases in state District.

. Gourt in June: to mdecencyf

-with a. child by contact, a

_ prison.;

’I‘he second case 1s stlll

McCown De Leeuw & Co. and'
Psychiatric Solutmns Ine: —a

the Oaks Treatment Center —
‘also’ have been sued.. Repre-‘u
sentatives for. the - company-.
‘could not be reached for}“-

. Wednesday’s lawsult is not i

- the first - time - the - Brown' ;=

. Schools has beén sutrounded: -

" by controversy: Chiase: ‘Moody,.-
. alf-yéar-old who wasenrolled: "'
. in-a’camp inh ‘Mason. County,.:

died .Oct.: 14 after- he Was re- 3
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the. names;.of their: mothers:

' were Wlthheld becau_se of" the L

spokesman Aor' “the® Brown
Schools sa1d the

th]:‘ough 2 o -
o The laWsmt clalm

hlstory of physlcals )
abuse and.fhat therehg hesh

.no;abiise at:the Oaks ¢F any.of . ‘

the Brown Schools.

- Thosestatements werefalse,
the lawsuit contends, because |
atleastoneformeremployee of

" {He ' Qaks’ had & history®.of
-committlng physical and sex- .
. ualabuse'and youths had'been

abused at the Brown Schoels’ .

facilities,

- "The’ fawsuit- seeks renn-.

" -'second-degree felony, and was . bursementfor mertal angtish

" sentenced to. five’ years in’

andm,edlcalexpensesbutdoes g
not specify an’ amount e
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